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That`s one more year come and gone and here we are into 2015. It is not
too far into the future and another AGM weekend is nigh, which, as has been promulgated is on May 8th to the 11th at the Grand Burstin, Folkestone. There was a short period of two weeks last year when the use of the Hotel for the boarding of immigrants was
in the news. This, as said, was for those mere two weeks only and that situation is well
and truly in the past and done with. It is assured that that is most certainly not the case
now, nor will it be, most certainly, whilst we are there. Point being here is that if anyone
has held back from booking due to the aforesaid possibility of a repeat of such a happening I put my own assurance that it will not be so. Anyone requiring booking form/s
contact Brian, or me. Simple fact of the matter is that we have a good deal of a 3 night
weekend at £96 pp, which is extremely commensurate in light of some prices being paid
for similar weekends.
Next and very important to me is that there are a number of Associations who are seriously considering winding up their organisations this year and
promulgating the fact that this year will be their last reunion. Reasons for this are usually that there is now no one to do the organisation of either a reunion, or the Association.
This may be due to varied causes such as age, lack of members, ill health, or just no one
with the knowledge or ability to carry out such tasks. It must be stressed that there is
help available in this situation and all that is required is that organisations in said situation contact the FNA and ask. Short word ask, but much can be and is achieved with it.
If anyone is a member, or knows someone who is, of such an organisation/association in
this situation and would like/prefer it possibly live on please get in touch, as it is what
the FNA is for.
CONA appears to be doing very well and going ahead with a
fairly good head of steam, or should I say, with turbines running smoothly, or whatever
it is turbines do. The web site is now well established and on that point I would take the
opportunity to raise the awareness of our own FNA Website, which is undergoing the
process of a revamp and updating. This, I am assured will be quite soon, the web address
will `Not` change and all will be alerted through the GE, or other medium when necessary. Back to CONA and the rather important point of funding the organisation has been
debated, as without funds in any situation you actually go nowhere. Personally I see no
problem with all member associations paying a subscription payment, which is after all
the norm in such organisations. Fact is we cannot continually ask for hand-outs from
here or there. However, my own opinion and it is for associations themselves to decide
the way to proceed.

Most important point of all of this is that associations are heading on the
right course and at last beginning to make what appears to be an extremely
good attempt at working together. Exactly what the FNA has been working at
since 1991.
Last but definitely not least, I would like to again request that those
who receive a copy of the Guardian Ensign please pass it on to your Members,
as that is what it is for. If a copy is required by email, Brian, Mem/Sec` and
Ed`, will be most happy to comply with your wishes.
Next Council Meeting, April 18th at Manvers Arms, Edwinstowe, Notts`,

Project MTGB 718
'Easyfundraising'
My fellow members of the FNA,
Please find enclosed in this issue of the 'Guardian Ensign' a leaflet
regarding 'Easyfundraising' and how you as individual members
and Associations can support Project MTGB 718 for free!!
All you have to do is follow the instructions on the leaflet and then
every time you or your good lady shops on-line the company that
you purchase your goods from will make a donation to the project.
So as you can see it's easy and it costs you nothing how good is
that!!
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Federation
Council and Mr. Brian Joy for allowing this leaflet to be included.
Regards Malcolm Tattersall
Project MTGB 718 Committee Member.

See our New Web Site At
www.f-n-a.co.uk
I need input from the members for items to go
into the Newsletter Lets have reports from the
Associations or Ships-Company Members

GLADESTINE OPERATIONS MTB718
By Permission Costal Forces Heritage Trust

Dear shipmates
I must apologise for the delay in publishing the
newsletter this is due to the fact that I have been in
hospital again and I am just getting back on my feet
so please excuse me for the delay
Yours Ed

Let There Be No Moaning at the Bar
Old sailors sit
And chew the fat
About things that used to be,
Of the things they've seen'
The places they've been,
When they ventured out to sea.

They talked of the scran
The chef would make
And the shrill of the bos'n pipe.
How salt spray would fall
Like sparks from hell
When a storm struck in the night.

They remembered friends
From long ago,
The times they had back then,
The money they spent,
The beer they drank,
In their days as sailing men.

They remember old shipmates
Already gone
Who forever hold a spot in their heart,
When sailors were bold,
And friendships would hold,
Until death ripped them apart.

Their lives are lived
In the days gone by
With the thoughts that forever last.
Of the bell bottom blues,
Round white hats,
And good times in their past.

They speak of nights
Spent in bawdy houses
On many a foreign shore,
Of the beer they'd down
As gathering around,
Telling jokes with a busty whore.

They recall long nights
With the moon so bright
Far out into the lonely sea.
The thoughts they had
As youthful lads,
When their lives were wild and free.

Their sailing days
Are gone away,
Never again will they cross the brow.
They have no regrets
They know they are blessed,
For honouring the sacred vow.

They know so well
How their hearts would swell
When the flag fluttered proud and free.
The underway pennant
Such a beautiful sight
As they ploughed through an angry sea.

Their numbers grow less
With each passing day
As the final muster begins
There's nothing to lose,
All have paid their dues
And they'll sail with shipmates again.

I've heard them say
Before getting underway
That there's still some sailing to do,
They'll say with a grin that their
ship has come in,
And the Good Lord is commanding
the crew.

Issue: Former forces to get help with housing and New veterans' helpline number
Summary: Thousands of veter ans ar e set to benefit fr om £40 million of funding for nationwide housing projects. Ex-armed forces personnel in need of housing will be able to benefit
from funding for life-changing accommodation initiatives across the country, Defence Minister
Anna Soubry has announced yesterday, 4 February. The new funding, guaranteed through LIBOR (London Interbank Offered Rate) fines imposed on banks, has doubled the total amount
the government has given to armed forces’ and veterans’ charities through this scheme, which is
part of the nation’s commitment to the armed forces covenant.
Veteran’s helpline: Yester day also saw the launch of the new veter ans’ helpline number to
ensure that veterans facing any housing difficulties will be able to seek help at any time. The
new number, 0808 191 42 18, has been improved to become more memorable for veterans, with
extended operating hours to provide support for any callers in crisis. At the same time, the Veterans UK helpline has extended its opening hours to 0730 to 18:30 on working days, but to
1700 on Fridays. In addition to the extended working hours the Veterans UK helpline now also
has an out of hour’s option to connect callers in urgent need to either the Combat Stress or Samaritans’ 24hr helplines. The new number is free to call from landline phones and MOD is
working with industry to make the new number also free to call from mobile phones, it is hoped
this agreement will be in place by the summer.
The Veterans’ UK helpline has operated very successfully for many years, predominantly supporting queries around pensions and compensation claims but the helpline also helps signpost
people to other parts of government or the charitable sector for help where appropriate.
Intranet News: http://defenceintr anet.diif.r .mil.uk/News/BySubject/
DefencePolicyandBusiness/Pages/Formerforcestogethelpwithhousing.aspx

Hi Shipmates
This is a request to those shipmates and associations
who pay by standing order, some of you have not updated your standing orders since the membership fees
went up.
The fees are
Associations £15
Ship’s company members £8
For those that have already updated their records I
thank you
For the other members would you please update your
Records

Thanks Treasurer

"HMS ARETHUSA ASSOCIATION 27th and Final reunion to be held at
The Melbourne Ardenlea Hotel, Shanklin, Isle of Wight, on the weekend
of 2nd to 5th October 2015. All former serving members of this ship
and Association and families/guests welcome. For further information
contact - Tom Sawyer, 6 Sycamore Close, Slingsby, York YO62 4BG. Telephone 01653 628171. E.mail; rolandsawyer3@sky.com."
H.M.S CRANE (1943-62) U23/F123
Reunion/A.G.M. at the'
GATEWAY HOTEL' NOTTINGHAM
Friday 18th - Sunday 20th September 2015Contact Tony Nuttall
0115 9526363 or cranebird@btinternet.com for details.

HMS Newcastle Association
2015 Reunion And AGM At

C76

Aztec Hotel
Bristol

D87

Friday 11th Sept to Monday 14th Sept2015
FURTHER DETAILS FROM Shirley Winn
IOW Tours Ltd, 3 New Road, Lake,
Sandown, Isle of Wight. PO36 9JN
TEL:01983 405116
Email: enquiries@iowtours.com

RNEBA AGM &Reunion Weekend
Friday 27th to Monday 30th November 2015

Royal Beach Hotel Southsea
Contact
FURTHER DETAILS FROM Shirley Winn
IOW Tours Ltd, 3 New Road, Lake,
Sandown, Isle of Wight. PO36 9JN
TEL:01983 405116
Email: enquiries@iowtours.com

REGULATING & RNPA
REUNION W/E

Regulating Branch and Royal Navy Police Association is
Friday the 2nd And Saaturday 3rd October 2015
HMS Llandaff 15th reunion 2015
to be held at The Esplanade Hotel Scarborough
Oct 9th---12th Oct
contact Slinger Wood 07961124459 or
e mail kevin.wood@blueyonder.co.uk for details
The HMS St. Vincent Association AGM & Reunion Dinner
is Saturday 3rd. October 2015. The AGM is at St. Vincent College and the reunion dinner at the Royal Beach Hotel,
Southsea. (The reunion is actually over the whole weekend,
commencing Friday 2nd. to and including Monday 5th. for
those who have a long weekend break.)

Email:Suke1202@Hotmail.co.uk

The Survey Ships Association
AGM and Reunion Weekend 2015
4*Menzies Mickleover Court Hotel, Derby
Friday 23rd October – Monday 26th October 2015
Packages include half board ensuite accommodation
and Gala Dinner on Saturday night with Wine Reception &
Live Entertainment. Full use of leisure facilities & indoor pool
3 nights - £189.00:
2 nights - £139.00:
Gala Night Dinner Only - £30.00

1 night - £79.00

Details: - Tel: 023 9232 4795 Email: secretary@surveyships.org.uk Website: http://

Royal Naval Writers Association (RNWA)

128th Reunion Dinner 9th October 2015
Best Western Royal Beach Hotel St Helen’s Parade
Southsea PO4 0RN
For information and details please see www.rnwa.co.uk
or contact the RNWA Secretary
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MINESWEEPER CRESTS
Any one interested in the above Crests
Contact Dave Poyser
Details on This page

